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ALTER COMING OUT OP MEETING WITH PONMIN JOBERT, QUAI PRESS 
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SPOKESMANDELAYE BRIEEED SELECTED JOURNALISTS AT 1 1 A.M. 

JAN 10 ON FRENCH RECTION TO THE PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE. IN 
BRIBE, SUFEERT SAID ERANCE WOULD EINALLY ACCEPT THE INVITATION, 
BUT IN SO DOING WOULD RAISE SEVERAL QUESTIONS AND EXPRESS 
CERTAIN RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSED CONEERENCE. THE LEAD 
ARTICLE BY MCHEL TATU IN THE JANUARY 1 1 LE MONDE TITLED 
"PARIS IS NOT VERY EAVORABLE TO A CONSUMERS' ERONT " AND 
SUMMARIZED BELOW CONTAINS THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS OE SUFEERT'S 
EXPOSITION OF THE FRENCH POSITION AND THUS IS ALSO PROBABLY 
BASED ON THEQUAI SPOKESMAN'S BRIEEING. END CONEIDENTIAL. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIEIED SUMMARY 

"DOES NOT THE CONEERENCE PROPOSED BY MR. NIXON RISK 
APPEARING TO BE AN ATTEMPT TO CONSTITUTE A "COMMON ERONT" 

OE LARGE OIL CONSUMING COUNTRIES TO ORGANIZE A "RIPOS" 

TO THE WITHHOLDING AND HIGH PRICE POLICIES OF THE PRODUCERS? 

WHY ARE THESE NINE COUNTRIES ALONE SELECTED TO DISCUSS IT? 

THESE ARE THE QUESTIONS THAT ARE BEING ASKED IN PARIS BEEORE 
GIVING TO THE AMERICANS AREPLY THAT WILL PROBABLY BE 
POSITIVE (THE SUBJECT IS CONSIDERED TOO IMPORTANT EOR 
PARIS TO BE ABLE TO STAND ASIDE) BUT WHICH WILL BE 
ACCOMPANIED EVEN MORE CERTAINLY BY ALL SORTS OF REQUESTS 
EOR EXPLANATIONS AND DETALS." 

ON THE FIRST QUESTION, TATU SAYS THE AMERICAN POSITION HAS 
CHANGED SOMEWHAT SINCE THE SECRETARY'S DEC 12 PROPOSAL. 

THEY HAVE TAKEN CARE TO INFORM OPEC COUNTRIES BUT STILL WANT 
TO SECURE 

A COMMON CONSUMER POSITION BEFORE MEETING WITH THEM. HE SAYS 
THE CLIMATE FOR SUCH A MEETING AETER THE SCHLESINGER AND 
EORD "WARNINGS" IS HARDLY PROPITIOUS NOW. MOREOVER, TATU 
UNDERLINES THE PRESENT DIFEICULTY (GIVEN THE ARAB EMBARGO) 

EOR THE US GOVERNMENT TO MAKE BIATERAL DEALS WITH THE ARAB 
STATES, AS OTHER INDUSTRALIZED COUNTRIES ARE DOING. 

TATU DESCRIBES THE CHOICE OE THE EIGHT COUNTRIES INVITED AS 
BASED ON THE MEMBERSHIP OE THE OECD HIGH LEVEL PETROLEUM 
GROUP AND ASKS WETHER THIS REALLY FILLS PRESENT AND EUTURE 
NEEDS, NOTING NORWAY'S INCLUSION AND DENMARK AND IRELAND'S 
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EXCLUSION. HE SAYS PARIS WOULD LIKE OTHER COUNTRIES, 

NOTABLY LARGE, POOR COUNTRIES LIKE INDIA, TO HAVE THEIR SAY. 

WHILE COMMENTING FAVORABLY 0 THE PROPOSAL TO FORM A TASK 
FORCE TO WORK ON THE PROBLEM OE NEW ENERGY RESOURCES, 

ATATU NOTES THAT ERENCH POLICYMAKERS QUESTION HOW THE 
NUMEROUS AND COMPLICATED PROBLEMS INVOLVED CAN BE DEALT WITH 
DURING THE NECESSARILY SHORT TIME SPAN OE A FOREIGN MINISTER' 
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MEETING. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, TATU CONTINUES, NONE OF THE INTERESTED 
GOVERNMENTS IS PREPARED TO ABANDON BILATERAL DEALS PRESENTLY 
UNDER NEGOTIATION WITH ARAB GOVERNMENTS AND WHICH ARE AT 
PRESENT TIME "THE ONLY EEFECTIVE METHOD DEVISED BY THE 
GOVERNMNTS TO GUARANTEE THE SECURITY OF THEIR OIL SUPPLIES." 

IN CONCLUSION, TATU STATES THAT WASHINGTON MEETING, AT LEAST 
INITIALLY, IS LIKELY TO BE EORMALITY WITHOUT SUBSTANCE. 

COMMENT: WHILE SOME OE QUESTIONS RAISED MAY BE SEEN AS FRENCH 
EFFORT TO BUID RECORD WITH ARABS AND THIRD WORLD, AS 
WELL AS WITHIN EC, THEY DO REFLECT RANGE OF FRENCH MISGIVINGS. 
THEY MAY ALSO SERVE AS DELAYING TACTIC WHILE FRENCH MAKE 
EFFORT TO BRING EC PARTNERS TOGETHER SO THAT EUROPEANS CAN 
FACE US AND JAPAN AS COHESIVE GROUP I WASHINGTON MEETING. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE ERENCH HAVE PUT IT CLEARLY ON RECORD 
THAT THEY DO NOT INTEND TO SLOW DOWN THEIR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
ARABS PENDING OUTCOME OF PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE. 

STONE 
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